JESUS HOSPITAL

Jesus HospitalCare & Comfort by the Thames
The Entrance
to Jesus Hospital

The Jesus Hospital is not a
conventional hospital as we
know it and that’s largely
because it was built between 1623
and 1628 by William Goddard in
the configuration of an almshouse
for the sole purpose of 40 poor
people - of both genders. What also
fascinated me with this hidden
quadrangle of dwellings was simply
their location.
Jesus Hospital is a Grade I property
occupying a large portion of real
estate in Bray, Berkshire and is
currently owned by the Worshipful
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Company of Fishmongers - a Livery
Company of the City of London
based near London Bridge in their
own ‘fish-hall’. The land on which
the almshouses were built is today
conservatively estimated at around
£6 million pounds on the open
market.
For those of you who don’t know
much about Bray there is a further
twist to this story. Living and
working in and around Bray are
chefs Heston Blumenthal (The Fat
Duck restaurant) and the Roux
Brothers (Waterside Inn). Their

neighbours include Sir Michael
Parkinson and Australian entertainer
Rolf Harris. If you know Legoland
or Windsor Castle they’re only a 20
minute drive from the village - on a
clear road. Gently flowing alongside
this pretty village is part of the river
Thames.
Before making too many
assumptions, let’s look at the
dictionary definitions of alms and
almshouse - which may help us when
looking at the history and future of
the Jesus Hospital and its residents.
alms/: (2) anything given freely
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to relieve the poor (as money, food,
or clothing) : a charitable gift (3) an
offering of money received from the
congregation during an Anglican
religious service and usu. Presented
at the altar by the minister
almshouse/: 1: a section of
medieval religious houses set aside
for the distribution of alms 2 Brit a
privately financed home for the poor
(For those of our readers who are
also etymologists I’m using a 2662
page edition of a Webster’s
International Dictionary as a
reference source - the word ‘alms’

also has historical roots in the Greek
and French languages).
Jesus Hospital (JH), a quadrangle
of single-storey almshouses was built
and bequeathed to the aged poor of
Bray by William Goddard a member
of the ancient livery company
known as the Worshipful Company
of Fishmongers (WCM) - on my last
2 very recent visits there I believe
the WCM have maintained the
‘estate’ and properties in impeccably
good order with beautifully
manicured lawns, flowerbeds and
walk ways. Exterior and interior

JH and Bray
Village from the
Heavens

structures appear in good order. No
missing roof tiles, damaged drainage
systems or litter. Hygienically sound
and a 21st century model of good
living. There has been no
independent survey done on the
JH according to its owners.
There is a variety and abundance
of seasonal wildlife according to
residents Pam and Dennis Higgins
who have spotted the occasional
deer, squirrels, rabbits and frogs.
A river known as ‘the cut’ runs
about 400 yards to the rear of the
almshouses near the spinney -
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a small wooded area of thicket and
prickly undergrowth.
It would be interesting to know
if there are any living descendant of
W Goddard because he must have
been a generous and humanitarian
type of a man? After all it was his
land in Bray that he committed for
the use and building of the ‘hospital’.
Almshomes were often allocated to
the infirm which at the time went
hand in hand with poverty - in this
respect has mother earth changed
that much?
Goddard has a memorial at St
Michael’s church in Bray which reads:

Their better monument and one
that will survive when brass and marble
fail, are the neighbouring alms houses in
this place called Jesus Hospital. Which
William Goddard being a citizen of
London and a member of the ancient
Guild or Mistery of Fishmongers of that
City did at his sole charge found and
endow for the benefit of forty inmates
being aged infirm and suitable objects of
the charity constituting the aforesaid
Guild or Mistery of Fishmongers the
perpetual trustees and governor.
❚ Saint Michael is today often
known as the Patron Saint of
Chivalry and to the police, soldiers

A typical
almshouse

and paratroopers especially as
the Patron Saint of Warriors.
Although I started this
investigation with some weariness as just another expensive Berkshire
village with over priced restaurants,
hanging baskets and no where to
park. It suddenly took a change for
the better or worse depending on
your opinion.
On my second visit to JH a very
different scenario was brewing a type of dish that may have been
invented in one of the very nearby
eateries. The raw ingredients
included the tenants of the JH, Senior

➦
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Left:
The original
doorways into
Jesus Hospital
Right top:
Source of water for
the Gardens
Right bottom:
‘The Harbour of
Refuge’ by F Walker
1872 - the inside of
the Jesus Hospital
at Bray (courtesy of
the Tate Collection)

Royal Borough of Windsor &
Maidenhead Councillors, Parishioners,
the Clerk of the Fishmongers Company
(Keith Waters), the CEO of Bristol
Charities (David Jones). Local
business owners and some local press
were also present in the Reading
Room where we all congregated on
this Friday morning like a tin of
anchovies.
Who wasn’t there? Naturally Mr
Goddard couldn’t make it (founder
of the JH charity), neither could artist
Frederick Walker who painted The
Harbour of Refuge (1872) now part
of the Tate Gallery Collection in
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London - which is a picture of the
quadrangle.
On the agenda? Transferring the
ownership of the JH from the WCF
to Bristol Charities to sell it on the
open market and build new
almshomes for the existing residents.
Discussion was heated at points and
I left after about 2 hours partly due
to dehydration and because the same
topics had developed into a loop
effect.
Prior to the commencement of
the presentation at the meeting, all
present were asked to bow their
heads in a minute’s silence for the

former racing driver John De
Havilland-Hall who at 78 had
passed away on Friday just a couple
of days earlier.
According to Michael Brett, a
tenant I had met on my first visit to
JH it was John’s dying wish to have
the JH saved as an almshouse.
www.savejesushospital.org.uk
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